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brands in their hands, but on the present occasion the women
dispensed with the use of masks. They danced, shaking
their heads, moving their shoulders, and swinging their whole
bodies with arms outstretched, now squatting, now rising and
singing, " Ah! a guest has come." In spite of the cold and the
wind the sweat dripped from them, so violently did they dance,
and they sang and screamed till they were hoarse. When the
sledge with its burden had reached the shore, one of the women
pronounced an incantation over the whale's head, and then
thrust alder branches and sacrificial grass into its mouth.
Next they muffled its head in a hood, apparently to prevent
the creature from witnessing the painful spectacle of its own
dissection. After that the men cut up the carcase, and the
women collected the blood in pails. Two seals, which
had also been killed, were included in the festivities which
followed. The heads of all three animals were cut off and
placed on the roof of the house. Next day the festival
began. In the morning the women plaited travelling bags
of grass for the use of the whale, and made grass masks.
In the evening, the people having assembled in a large
underground house, some boiled pieces of the white whale
were placed in a grass bag and set before a wooden image
of a white whale, so that the animal, or its departed spirit,
was thus apparently supposed to be regaled with portions of
its own body ; for the white whale and the seals were treated
as honoured guests at the banquet To keep up the pretence,
the people were silent or spoke only in whispers for fear of
wakening the guests before the time. At last the prepara-
tions were complete: fresh faggots piled on the hearth sent
up a blaze, illumining with an unsteady light the smoke-
blackened walls of the vast underground dwelling, which a
moment before had been shrouded in darkness; and the
long silence was broken by the joyful cries of the women,
" Here dear guests have come !" " Visit us often !" " When
you go back to the sea, tell your friends to call on us also,
we will prepare just as nice food for them as for you." With
these words they pointed to puddings set out temptingly on
the boards. Next the host took a piece of the fat of the white
whale and threw it into the fire, saying, " We are burning it
in the fire for thee !" Then he went to the domestic shrine,